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May
22 Netball Echuca
28 Biggest Morning Tea 10.45am

June
5 Healthy lunch day
11 Parents Club 7.30
12 Curriculum day
16 Reporting to parents
17 School council 7.30pm
25 Winter sports day. Gr 3-6
27 Holidays again

July
13 Back to School
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BIGGEST MORNING TEA It's on next SCIENCE DRAMA—POWER WARS

Thursday at school. Starting at 10.45&mndedicated band of parents are busy
in the staffroom. Come and join us formeasuring, designing and allocating cos-
scrumptious devonshire tea. All Welumes for ‘Power
come. Wars'.  Without
their efforts and
COMMUNITY OPEN DAY This week enthusiasm 1
is education week so we opened the doomuldn't be ablg: .
to the community to come and visit otw provide sucly
school yesterday. 2010 preps, playgrowgduable progra
kids and other interested communityr the chlldren
members came along and visited the liflleank you for alj
room and our school. The ‘open day’ faencerned. Al
lowed advertisements in the Campasgiadents are enjo
News and the Riverine Herald. We als@ learning an
had notices at the store and did a lefpeacticing thei
drop around the local area. There weneves.
parents and school councillors on hand to
talk to the visiting parents and a loveGOMMUNITY WATER GRANT
morning tea was provided.
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It is
lan was alglanned to finalize the CWG by purchas-
to meet the visiting parents and talk abaog an extra tank for the hall, connect a

what our school has to offer. Interestimptering system for the hot house and a
items of discussion includetDelaying dripper system to the garden beds to the
entry to school’ and ‘Repeating prefront of the school, funding permitting.
school or a year at school'. Reseapcif-
lished in 2006, looking at the last 75 yedZ8{{OCOLATE MILK All the children
of research, has shown that repeatingvere provided with a free Kiewa Country
year of school doesn't improve acaderibocolate Milk on Monday courtesy of
outcomes, in fact it leads to poor ouwdurray Goulburn. The special delivery
comes in a number of areas. The researels arranged by Gerry McCurry at the
also shows that there is no advantageM@ Trading Store and the milk was deliv-
students in delaying school for a year ened by Leigh. Next time you see them be
order in increase ‘school readiness’. Captre to say thanks and tell them how much
ies of the research papers are availabléhatchildren appreciated the thought.
school if anyone is interested in further
reading. It's very easy to read. SCHOOL COUNCIL The monthly
meeting was held last night and issues
NETBALL IN ECHUCA The Nanneelladiscussed included the Building Education
Estate Primary School netball team hed&svolution, school closure days, memo-
off to Echuca tomorrow to play in thgal gates, Fraud and Volunteer Policies
Echuca & District Netball Associatiommongst other items. Minutes are at-
primary school tournament. We wish thached.
children all the best. We are sure they
will be wonderful representatives of o BPECIAL VISITOR We had a special
school. Parents and spectators most waitor at school recently when the Foley
come. family brought
BIRTHDAY Faye celebrated a specialong their bab
birthday this week withSugar  Glide
{a cake provided byor all the chil-
= some of the little roomdren and staff
¥l parents, along with d&o me e {
beautiful deep red kan<Tungstan’.
g4 garoo paw.




PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE lan returned to school on Wednesday followingeéhttays in Melbourne at
the annual Loddon Mallee Region Principals ConfeeenA feature of the conference was that all spesak
and presenters spoke about issues directly refatechools and the classroom. There were no fiaspn or
motivational only’ speakers, often a feature ofvpyas conferences. Senior Education Departmeptaleers
included the Minister of Education The Hon BronwRike, Mr Darrell Fraser, Dep. Secretary of Educatio
and Mr Ron Lake, Loddon Mallee Regional DirectadnisTensured all the principals received the sarf@-in
mation at the same time and were then able tovollp and discuss the issues involved. Keynotekgpsa
David Howes from the Victorian Curriculum Assessm@athority spoke on the National Curriculum and
what it means for Victoria. One item of interestsathat the prep year will become kindergartemanftiture
across all states of Australia. David also spdk€ictorian results in the 2008 NAPLAN tests, in i Vic-
toria topped the scores in most areas.

Dr Ramon Lewis from LaTrobe University addressesl idsue of classroom management, exploring the idea
that we need children to become less obedient ard nesponsible and that everyone should aspioelav-
ing appropriately because it's ‘The right thingdtw and become less controlled by; the fear ofighunent;
the desire for rewards; or the desire for approvigiis will lead to personal

responsibility (I do the right thing) and communegponsibility (I encourage

others to do the right thing).

Dianne Snowball is a Victorian educator, with inggiional experience who

spoke on the importance of Literacy—especially iregd

She stressed the importance of spending time rgadischool and of teach-

ing and developing comprehension skills in studereading is a key skill

that underpins all other subjects at school aradpserequisite to functioning

effectively in our society. The more children amgaged in reading at

school and at home, the more skills they will depehnd the better readers

they will become. This will lead to greater succ#sother curriculum areas.

A most worthwhile conference.

ROCHESTER SECONDARY COLLEGE

GUIDED TOUR DAY
Tuesday 26" May, 2009
PARENTS - YOU ARE INVITED!
Rochester Secondary College is opening its doonsate
ents of prospective students and any interestedbmenof
the community.
Join one of three student lead guided tours, whithtake
place throughout the morning viewing normal clasdesg
with facilities such as the technology centre, asgroom
canteen, Art centre, computer facilities etc.
Tour groups will leave from the office foyer at tfadlow-
ing times:  9.15 am, 10.15 am, 11.15 am
Please feel welcome to come into our school ondhis
Contact the college for further details 5484 1844.

Rochester Secondary College
iIs YOUR school!
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